Third Sunday of Easter

As a result of that first Easter we gather here each Sunday to remember and make Easter present again.
This is the reason, for example, we talk about the 40 days of Lent when in fact there are 45 days from
Ash Wednesday to the Easter Vigil. In or outside the Easter season Sundays are always days of the
Resurrection. And just like the first Easter Sunday we believe that Christ continues to invite us here; to
teach us about how to understand the scriptures and live them out in our daily lives; is present to us, to
have and to hold, in his Word, this community, the presider and in a special way in the Eucharistic
meal; and that he sends us out to proclaim his saving love with heroic joy.

To enable us to do all this we receive the same gift Jesus gave the first disciples as well, the gift of
peace. But sometimes we have to get creative about how we achieve it, like the old man who purchased
a retirement home near a high school. He spent the first few weeks in peace and contentment. Then a
new school year began. The very next afternoon three young men came down his street beating merrily
on every trashcan they encountered. The crashing percussion continued day after day, until finally the
old man decided to take some action. The next afternoon, he walked out to meet the young
percussionists. He called out, “You kids are a lot of fun. Will you do me a favor? I'll give you each a
dollar if you'll promise to come around every day and do your thing.” The kids were elated and
continued to do a bang-up job on the trashcans. A few days later, the retiree approached them again,
“Look” he said. “I haven't received my income cheque this month, so I'm not going to be able to give
you more than a quarter. Will that be okay?” “A lousy quarter?” the drum leader exclaimed. “If you
think we're going to waste our time beating these cans around for a quarter, you're nuts! No way, mister.
We quit!” And the old man enjoyed peace and quiet for the rest of his days.

So as Christ sends us forth today, may we be wise about how we can create some happiness and peace
around us as well.
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