
Fourth Sunday of Easter
The word compassion comes from the Latin word compati meaning to bear or suffer with. It's not pity, 
sympathy or commiseration. Those words imply that we stand outside an experience and feelingly look 
in on it. Compassion is about “fellow-feeling.” It's what the Good Shepherd embodies, and what Easter 
is all about. If we are worthy followers of Jesus we will all have our fair share of Good Fridays, but 
Easter Sunday tells us that just as the Father remained faithful to Jesus, so Jesus will remain faithful to 
us, as one with us.

In recent years the bishops, who are often called shepherds of the local Church, have come under 
extraordinary scrutiny. And rightly so. All of us who are living the Christian life are accountable for 
what we have done and have failed to do, and the bishops are no exception. It's a tough time to be the 
local shepherd. The flock is highly educated and we no longer follow anyone's lead with a herd 
mentality. We want to know our shepherd, hear his compassionate voice call for justice for victims 
everywhere, but especially ones who have been injured in any way by the Church. We want to be 
confident that what our local shepherd says and does is what Christ the Good Shepherd would say and 
do. Over these past years our sense of dismay has come from a very few bishops who have chosen the 
so-called good name of the church, its social status and power, their public profile and even the threat 
of moral and financial liability over the voices of the most vulnerable members of our flock. 

Today's Gospel reminds us what Christian leadership should look like. Jesus didn’t liken it to princes in 
palaces or governors of provinces. His metaphor was of a compassionate shepherd who sleeps in the 
field with his flock, one who knows them so well and loves them so dearly that he lays down his own 
life for them. 

Let’s pray at this Eucharist that we always have the leaders we deserve, ones whose compassion is so 
transparent that it inspires us to be the same, even towards them.
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