Epiphany of the Lord

The wise men's star is on a par with the other images Matthew uses. At the center of each of the first
three chapters of his Gospel there is an extraordinary event. In chapter one Joseph hears the message of
an angel in a dream. In chapter two the wise men find Jesus by following a star. And by chapter three
the heavens open and God speaks at the baptism of the Lord. By any standards that's quite an opening
to a biography! It's all about the manifestation, or epiphany, of God's glory in the world.

And let's look carefully at where and for whom this glory is revealed. The first instance is to Joseph
while he's in bed asleep. The second is to gentile astrologers who, by reporting their news to Herod, set
up an immediate threat to Jesus. The third instance is to all those Jews who were coming to hear John
the Baptist. Within three chapters of Matthew's Gospel the circles of God's glory revealed in Jesus
become more public and change lives. The lives of Joseph, the star gazers, John the Baptist, and those
who heard Jesus preach will never be the same again.

The Feast of the Epiphany is not an ancient version of Halley's comet. It is about how God's glory
changes human hearts. T.S. Eliot got this point in his poem "The journey of the Magi."

“Birth or death? There was a Birth, certainly,

We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was

Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,

But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their gods.

I should be glad of another death.”

And so may this feast change our hearts and enable us to die to self so as to be born to God's glory that
can and does shine through us. And may we remember that this epiphany is not meant for us alone, but
that we are called to go public with it and demonstrate our belief in today's feast by the way we live,
the world we help create, and the one we strive to recreate.
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