Easter Sunday

In both hemispheres Christians today celebrate Jesus being raised from the dead. In the New Testament
there are two traditions about how the disciples come to know about Jesus’ resurrection: the empty
tomb and the apparitions of Christ.

Today’s Gospel belongs to the empty tomb tradition. On Magdalene’s urging, Peter and John run to the
tomb, find it empty and come to at least an initial belief about the resurrection of Jesus.

Easter Sunday does not celebrate the resuscitation of Jesus, but his Resurrection. We know his
“glorified body” was not the same as his human body because Jesus’ presence could be encountered in
several places simultaneously and he is reported to walk through walls and to vanish. The link between
both resurrection traditions is the importance of Jesus’ death. In the empty tomb accounts, as in today’s
gospel, the writers give us extraordinary details about the grave clothes. In the apparition narratives
there are usually references to Jesus’ wounds.

Whatever way they came to experience the Resurrection of Christ, the disciples knew that this was
Jesus who actually died and was buried and that their personal encounter was with the one who was
crucified.

What God did through the death and resurrection of Jesus is what Christians have done with local
customs and festivals ever since: he entered into it, understood it, took it on board, domesticated it and
vanquished its power. As a result we believe that God empathizes with the full limitations of our human
mortality and promises to remain faithful to us in death as he remained utterly faithful to Jesus.

That is why on this day 1,600 years ago St. John Chrysostom could say on behalf of us all:

“Hell took a body, and discovered God. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took what it saw, and
was overcome by what it could not see. O death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory?
Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are destroyed! Christ is Risen, and evil is cast down! Christ is Risen,
and angels rejoice! Christ is Risen, and new life is set free! Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of
its dead; for Christ having risen from the dead, becomes the first-fruit of those who have fallen asleep.
To Him be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen!”
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